THE SHORTLIST - BETAWORKS - SEPT 28

Six startups.
One number each.

6 NYC startups, pre-seed to Series B
60 + open roles on their public boards
today

— $ ]. 6OM raised between them

Each number: the growth they reported, or the size
of the problem they're chasing.
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Warp AI-NATIVE PAYROLL + HR -

SERIES B

<15 —> 70+

people on the team, January to September
2026

Next stop, per CEO Ayush Sharma: 100+ by year-end,

and 21 roles open right now across engineering and
GTM.

Source: Ayush Sharma on stage, Sept 28 2026; Warp careers board (Ashby),
Sept 29 2026.
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SOXtOn THE AI-NATIVE LAW FIRM -

800+

startup clients in its first seven months, with
a lawyer reviewing every Al draft

Baseline: zero at its public launch in December 2025,
months after Logan Brown left Cooley to start it. The
company also reports $1M+ in billable hours saved for
founders.

Source: Soxton via BusinessWire, July 22 2026.
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°
SOIStlce AI-NATIVE PHARMA MARKETING

- SERIES A

3 mo — 10 days

time to take a pharma campaign to market

The old way, as the founders told it: one email, ~100
people touching it, and $30-40K before it ships. Review
rounds per asset: 3.2 — 1.2.

Source: Solstice Series A release (PR Newswire), May 28 2026; founders on
stage, Sept 28 2026.
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Pascal AI FOR THE OFFLINE ECONOMY

59%

of consumer-brand trade promotions lose
money

And brands spend ~20% of revenue on them, mostly
tracked in retailer portals, PDFs and spreadsheets. That's
the mess a team of three is going after.

Source: McKinsey, "How analytics can drive growth in CPG trade promotions";
Rick Huang on stage, Sept 28 2026.
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Amperos AI FOR INSURANCE DENIALS -
SERIES A
Health

$260B

lost each year by U.S. healthcare providers
to insurance claim denials

Amperos's slice so far: ~$700M a year recovered across
3,000+ clinical locations in all 50 states.

Source: Bessemer Venture Partners on Amperos; Amperos Series A
announcement, April 2026. Company-reported.
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HO].].Y AI FOR GOVERNMENT HR - PRE-

350

job classifications redrafted in one city pilot
(Long Beach)

The consultant route: ~1 year and $300K+, delivered
as a PDE With Holly: one expert meeting per role,
down from two to four.

Source: Holly Long Beach case study; Harvard Innovation Labs.
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HOW THE SHORTLIST WORKS

Skip the cold DM.

1

Founders pitch what they're building
and who they're hiring

Scan the QR code, opt in for an intro
to any company

The founders get your name after
the event

Talk to the team in the room, not
just the founder

Next showcase + newsletter

shortlistnyc.com
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